
Whitley Bay Rally 2011 
 

by Steven Hodgson 
 
Well it rained at Durham and it rained at Whitley Bay, I thought I had a long day ahead of me, it was 
not really to be the case. 
 
The rally started off quietly as two Optare Versa vehicles from Go North East were in position, this 
seemed perfect for me as a starting point, as Saltwell Park and QuayLink were side by side. No one 

thought of the first Anniversary of the QuayLink Service, Q1 and Q2 which are one year old under Go 
North East operations. 
 
Using John’s car as shelter from the persistent raining, some vehicles were starting to arrive, and with 
quick guidance and simple instructions everyone went where they should be. 
 
A Stagecoach North East Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 Hybrid turned up, a surprise to everyone and 
those who visited seemed impressed with the vehicles presence. I wish to thank Stagecoach and 
Daniel Smith who make this possible, so a thank you there. 
 
The rain seemed to ease off as the rest of the vehicle piled in, sorting their parking out and getting 
them “right” is as challenging as ever but it worked and most appear to be satisfied. I was so busy 
going around checking I missed out one vehicle having a stall on their bus, but this was duly parked 
by me forgetting they had a stall and them not telling us, or giving us a gentle reminder that they had 
a stall on. Sorry to those, I cannot remember everything all the time, but I and the vehicle in question 
got sorted out and everyone was happy again. 
 
I noted at this event, as with some in the past, there’s an increase of personal preferences of who 
parks with whom, and it should be stressed this is more possible if all the vehicle who wished to be 
“grouped” organize to meet somewhere and all enter the rally field together, as retaining spaces for 
such requests is hard to maintain. Therefore in future rallies we may need to park vehicles as they 
enter the field, in a first come first served basis. This is going to be the case for Seaburn as we do not 
have the capacity to retain spaces nor the manpower to do this at Seaburn. 
 
Several changes were tried out at this event, mainly of people getting on buses within the field area. 
The most common issue was people walking around the vehicle area, and the movement of reversing 
vehicles. This is no different to elsewhere in the field, waiting people have to move to allow vehicles to 
manoeuvre. I thought it didn’t seem to be a problem but it was easier with the barriers in place. Apart 
from this, the movement of vehicles leaving did not cause obstruction to other traffic on the bus 
turning circle area outside and onto the main road too. Vehicles doing a second run were more 
obtrusive to the stopping arrangement we had and packing vehicles into the centre of the field 
prevented those leaving early speeding in the field area. To me the drivers had to be more cautions 
with this arrangement and speed was kept down as there was little choice to do otherwise. 
 
The event was Sponsored by Go North East – thank you for this, and we managed to stabilize the 
range of vehicles on the free service with the 2 double deck vehicles doing the Railway shuttle and 
visiting vehicles doing the Coastal free bus service. There was also a sneaky thing, a surprise free 
bus service to a mystery destination, this was a new one on me and I thank Lyndsey for creating and 
navigating these free bus services. 
 



 
 
Whey Aye Five O at Whitley Bay! Y 927 ERG Go North East Wright Bodied Scania – Photo Phil Logie 

 
Of the vehicles in attendance I think we had 18 officially booked in and 35 actually turned up, this is 
up from last year as I think we only had 30 then. 
 

 
 

Ian Wigget from Aycliffe & District Bus Preservation Society 
with their Roe bodied Daimler AHN 451 B – Photo John Colquhoun 



 
Our programs seemed to sell, and I think majority of the stock brought, was sold, and I sold some 
when time permitted, but after I sold the last one of the few I had to sell I could hear my named being 
called from several people so that was that. 
 
We are desperate for helpers to sell some programs at Seaburn and if you sell only 10 for us and then 
do your own thing, we will be happy for your help with this, and we will also be very appreciative. So if 
you would like to help please visit us at rally control at Seaburn event. 
 
For those of you who left Whitley Bay before the end of the day the sun, yes the sun (not the 
newspaper), came out at the last hour or half hour and almost fried all the rainwater on the ground 
before the staff left at the end of the day. 
 
Thank you to all those who offered their services on the day, and we will see you all at Seaburn on 
the 29th August. 
 

 
 

A line up of vehicles in Whitley Bay complete with blue sky! – Photo Phil Logie 
 

 


