
Seaburn Bay Rally 2010 
 

by Steven Hodgson 
 
The last rally of the season. With poor weather over the last 3 rallies I was not expecting wonders – in 
fact at the start of the day, I felt snow was not far away, but as the icy winds from the north eventually 
eased and clouds broke, something strange appeared in between – I could not describe it as I have 
never seen it before at our vehicle rallies, but it provided heat and warmed us all up, the end result at 
the end of the day = Summer. 
 

 
 

A sunny Seaburn – Photo Phil Logie 
 
The site at Seaburn is owned by Sunderland Council whom, despite giving us much help, failed 
miserably in their promise of entrance improvements. It is well known that poor Pat suffered getting 
her bus stuck in the ground, but with great help from another commercial vehicle we got things sorted 
out in a reasonable amount of time. Due to this I requested the vehicle not to do any free shuttle work. 
 
I thank all those who made the effort to help and push the bus including myself at one stage, but 
condemn those who snapped away thinking it was all a joke – wrong it wasn’t, but these people are 
my suspicious moaners. Going back to the Council they did not open the toilets this year which adds 
another contribution to my mind in deciding what to do next year. There were a vast amount of 
complaints about these at the public entrance on the sea front side. 
 
We could not ask for more in terms of the attendance as lots more cars rolled in than entered and 
many more buses also arrived. Not to forget the stalls as there were more of them, in fact more than 
double the official booked number.  
 



 
 

One of the additional entrants 
Tees Valley Alexander bodied Volvo B10M M 452 VCW – Photo Phil Logie 

 
The free bus services appeared to be problem free, and all the departures were filled in with no gaps 
in the service, thanks goes to Lyndsey for this, and also to all of the vehicles that took part. Shaun did 
a multitude of tasks keeping everything running smoothly, whilst Bob Kell managed the entrances and 
a stall at one of them, again a big thanks to both of them. Also a mention to Ian who walked for miles 
around the field making sure everyone was happy – another big thanks. The only downside on our 
part was the lack of rally control vehicle. There is a need for this and we need to sort this one out for 
next year, it is a must.  A big thanks to all the other people who helped out, without you it would have 
been much more difficult to operate this rally. 
 
The sun and the Seaburn Vehicle Rally makes up for the rest of this season, and the hard work 
behind the scenes has paid off. 
 


