
SEABURN 2007,  
WERE YOU THERE? 

 

A look back at our major fund-raising event of the year 
 

by Ian Findlay 
 
The highlight of our season has taken place once more, and those who attended seemed to enjoy it 
immensely. It is difficult to get an independent perspective of the event when you are involved on the 
day. Each year I put a few notes together to give my view, but it would indeed be interesting to hear 
from members who attended as spectators. Any offers? 
 

 
 

A view of the from the Wirral Open-Top bus which was displayed by Ian Hunter & friends 
 

 



The Wirral Coastliner was a surprise entrant, brought by Ian Hunter and his colleagues, 
 who had this vehicle on loan for the summer. 

 
My job this year was to get the vehicle entrants into place on the rally field, and I have to say, it gets 
more difficult each year. I was on duty from about 8.45 am, with Alan Shepherd (naturally) already in 
place on the entrants’ gate. A few more helpers arrived within the next hour and we opened to the 
public at 10 am. The day was superb, we had all listened intently to the weather forecast, bearing in 
mind the awful summer we have had, and there was some talk of showers during the afternoon. 
However, although some dark clouds did hang around, none decided to precipitate on us, and we 
enjoyed one of, if not the best attendance on record. 
 
This is vital to us. With a total of 14 vehicles in preservation, the Trust could not survive without the 
income from Seaburn, so we are most grateful for another sunny day. I still believe it’s partly down to 
my old mate Allan Purvis who has a word with someone important up there! 
 

 
 

Roger Burdett’s 1962 Midland Red BMMO S15 travelled from Long Eaton in Derbyshire.  
This vehicle was used on long distance stage carriage work and for coach relief at weekends.  

Apparently Northern General tried this type of vehicle, but none were purchased 
 

I can’t say much about the free bus service, I know it operated all day long and thanks must go to 
those who organised the timetable, and the owners of the buses for their participation on service.  
Perhaps someone who travelled on one of the buses can write some notes about their views of this 
activity. 
 



 
 

A ground-level view of the vintage cars on display 
 
Mel Kirtley and Graeme Keedy spent their day on the sea-front gate, whilst Bob & Glynnis Kell 
serviced the top gate. We do need more help with these jobs, no-one gets time to look around the 
display or the stalls, so any helpers in this area would be welcome. 
 
Roll on next year, and thanks to all who helped out at this year’s event. 
 


