
SEABURN 2005, 
CAN IT GET ANY BETTER? 

 
Ian Findlay looks back at NEBPT’s major fund raising event of the year. 
 
It may seem a strange question to ask, Can It Get Any Better”, when we have just had the best ever 
financial return on this event, but speaking as one of the helpers on the day, yes it certainly can! 
 
I’ve helped out at Seaburn for more years than I care to remember, from the early days when we’d be 
lucky to half fill the rally field, and it was me this year who had to say to Alan Shepherd on the 
entrant’s gate, “No more vehicles in the main display, we’re full up!” 
 
Alan turns up around 8 a.m. on the day, and “meets and greets”, to use current parlance, all the 
entrants as they turn up. I arrived just after nine o’clock, and there was already a line of cars and a 
couple of buses in place. Having tried and failed to carry out the marshalling single handed for a few 
years, it was much appreciated to have Ray Wilson and friends on hand to help out. We had most of 
the entrants in place by noon, and spread ourselves to other duties for the rest of the day, but I 
noticed vehicles still turning up throughout the afternoon. I didn’t have time to count the entries, but as 
I mentioned earlier, we decided to chase them to the overflow car park near the gate, as there was 
little room remaining, and it was considered unsafe to have moving vehicle mingling with the crowds. 
Perhaps next year, we should be firm about entry times. 
 
The vehicles on show were varied and interesting. A collection of ex-London Routemasters was 
expected and duly arrived. 

 

A line up of some of the Routemasters at Seaburn – Photo Phil Logie 
 

The line up of Routemasters was featured in Nick Larkin’s rally report in Bus & Coach Preservation. 
Nick arrived late in the day, due to having to cover another event, and seemed taken with these 
vehicles more than others, but by that time several of the other entrants had departed.  
 
We must express our gratitude to all who took part, with the cost of fuel being what it is today, vehicle 
owners think twice before filling up the tank and travelling many miles to an event.  
   



 
 
We’re pleased you all came. The Best-in-Show award was presented to Ted Heslop with his 1968 
Bedford coach, re-imported from Cyprus back to the UK by the late Andrew Muckley a couple of years 
ago. Andrew spent a considerable amount of money rebuilding this bus, and never got to use it the 
way he would have liked before his untimely death. Andrew would have been very proud to see the 
bus winning this award. 
 
The Sunderland Echo and Radio Newcastle turned up on the day, but The Echo often take a major 
interest in the cars present, and forget who organises the event. Anyway, as they say, there’s no such 
thing as bad publicity, and we were grateful for their interest. 
 
I tried to see most of what went on, but I never had the chance to sample the free bus rides or look at 
the stalls in any great detail. Perhaps others can comment about these attractions? I do know that 
Pam Tate was a tremendous help with the organisation of the free bus service, and that several 
members and friends gave up their time to drive and conduct, so thanks to all concerned.   
 
I did have the pleasure of spending some time on the public entrance gates and could not believe 
how many people were coming in at the busy times. At £2 for adults and £1 for concessions, we 
must be one of the least expensive attractions on offer. I noted that a “TruckFest” at Herrington a 
week later was charging £12 for adults and half for concessions. Are we too cheap?  A word of thanks 
to our main gatekeepers, Mel Kirtley at the seafront and Bob Kell at the top gate, who spent almost all 
their day collecting and counting money. Not what they ideally wanted to do, but so important to have 
responsible people willing to do such jobs. 
 
Trevor Hines does so much work behind the scenes it is sometimes easy to forget how much he does 
do, so a big thank you to him. Peter Mitchell spent an lot of time with the entries and the programme 
production, Arthur Pearsall looked after our sales stall all day, and was delighted to see both his 
daughters turn up to see what he got up at this event. They would be impressed at the stall, and the 
natty attire of the stall-holder! And Alan Shepherd smiled all day long and really meant it! 
 
The day was over in a flash for me, and I went home to put my feet up, and enjoy what was left of the 
bank holiday. Alan Shepherd didn’t get home until 7 p.m., when he enjoyed his first trip to the toilet 
since breakfast! Now that’s dedication for you. 
 
So what can get better? The number of members and their families who are prepared to help us out, 
even for just an hour or two on the day. Just think. Alan could have gone to the loo at lunch-time if 
someone had offered to look after the gate for a while! 
 
I hope we can do even better at next year’s event, which will be on Monday 29th August 2006. 
 
Will you be there? I look forward to seeing you. 



 

 
Club Stall and Hospitality Bus 

 
Blue sky, blue sea, unbroken sun, where else but Seaburn? Some of the cars on display. 



 

 
A few of the buses on show. 

 
Stalls selling everything. 


